December
2020

Southern Nevada Handweavers and Spinners Guild, Inc.

a.k.a. Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild
Saturday, December 12, 2020
at 9:00 am
The Guild meeting will be held via
Zoom, starting at 9:00 am.
If you haven't been on a Zoom meeting already, you
will need to download the ability to do so. There are
2 ways: anytime between now and December 12, go
to Google Play Store and search for Zoom and then
download it. Even better, about 10-15 minutes before
the meeting, click on the link we will be sending you,
and it will instruct you to click on a button and you
will download the opportunity to attend.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings fellow fiber enthusiasts.
This strange year is coming to an
end. Our Zoom meetings are better
than no meetings but I am longing
to see you all in person. Perhaps
2021 will bring that to us once again.
I wish for you all good fiber in your
fingers, health and happiness in the
New Year.
Happy Holydays.
Janet Mayers

Diana Smith will be sending you a link to the meeting a couple of days before.
Please send your photos to Diana for Show and
Tell after she sends you the Zoom link.

Spring 2021 Guild Meetings—SAVE THE DATE
January 9, 2021 Details to be announced
February 13, 2021 Zoom: Deb Essen “Color Value in
Weaving”
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Southern Nevada Handweavers & Spinners Guild, Inc.

Minutes of the November 14, 2020 Meeting
A meeting of the Southern Nevada Handweavers and Spinners Guild, Inc. was held on November 14, 2020, on Zoom,
due to Covid 19 Pandemic.
Attending the meeting were: Diana Smith, Hermi Hiatt,
Bev Vincent, Jami Johnson, Janet Mayers, Nora Berry
(Guest), Birgit Kefalas, Sandra Sandberg, Maurine Adrezin,
Cinda Towne, Audrey Strehlow, Elaine Eggink, Ginny and
Rich Deppe, Nancy Shinder, Monique Portanger, Charles
Parker,
President Janet Mayers called the meeting to order at
9:12 am.

Historian: Monique has nothing to report.
Newsletter: Hermi is grateful for any and all on-line inspirations! She suggests sending her ideas for making
easy small gifts. Other ideas for inclusion were information on deconstructing sweaters, ideas for greeting
cards with handwoven fabric included, and a write-up for
finger-weaving bookmarks, including suggested color order of the yarns.

Program: Maurine has nothing to report regarding upcoming workshops. Deb Essen will be presenting a Zoom
Approval of Minutes: October minutes were unanimous- lecture on color value in weaving as part of the Guild
ly approved as written after moved by Diane and second- meeting on Feb. 13. Diane will put together a power point
ed by Charles.
presentation on mug rugs that several of us are making as
part of Tien Chiu and Janet Dawson’s on-line workshop.
REPORTS
Jami reminded people to contact her if they are interested
in the Denise Kovnat workshop (on Zoom in March 2021)
Treasurer and Membership Report: We have $6,433.85
on parallel threaded weaving. There are still spots availain our treasury, of which $1,534.79 is reserved for the
ble. Any remaining spots will be offered to weavers in
Bobbie Irwin workshop. Cinda has submitted the annual
Complex Weavers 24 +/- Study Group (a group that both
list of officers for the State’s Annual List, and renewed our
Cinda and Jami are in).
P.O. Box, which now costs $134 annually. Cinda now has
created a Fixed Asset List for the Guild. She would also
Web and Social Media: Charles had nothing to report.
like to get a debit card to allow automatic payments for
our storage locker and to make paying for our website
IWC: Janet reports that Intermountain Weavers Confereasier. Diane so moved, Maurine seconded and it passed
ence (IWC) has several positions that need to be filled imunanimously. Membership: Jami has sent the two memmediately: secretary (2021 –2023), and registrar (just
bers without an email address copies of the membership
needs an assistant to help at the desk for 2021. She needs
booklet. Several people commented that their printers
someone willing to learn some of the software to be a mahave a function to do booklet printing (on Jami’s computer
jor help). In addition, Janet will be leaving her position
it is under the print function, properties) Cinda has forafter the July 2021 Conference. Talk with her if you’re inmatted it for us so that it will print in a booklet properly!
terested in any of these positions! (Note: IWC wants
Hospitality: Nothing to report.
Board members from each of the 5 states (NV, AZ, CO,
Equipment: 1) Janet reported that our new storage lock- NM, and UT) they cover. Since we’re the only guild in NV
that is part of IWC, the Nevada member comes from our
er (Towne Storage on Charleston just west of Tenaya) is
now settled and equipment is available to rent. Check the Guild. Arizona has multiple guilds, but they need someone too, if you know someone in AZ you’d recommend, let
website for available equipment. 2) Library: the library
Janet know). Reminder: We are still making bookmarks
has gained some books from Jan Flores’ estate and titles
are available on Library Thing (note that directions for Li- for the IWC goody bag.
brary Thing are usually in the newsletter and is on the
back page of the directory.
Raffle: Ginny Deppe doesn’t currently have anything for
the raffle, but there are ‘things’ currently being stored at
Liz LaRue’s and also in the storage locker.

Adjourn: There being no other business, the meeting
was adjourned at 9:45 am. Show and Tell followed.
Submitted by:
BY:

Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild, P.O. Box 370604, Las Vegas, NV 89137
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Cards for the Holidays
I am not a Hallmark person… I rarely send cards out, and never to large numbers of people. My
husband counts himself lucky if he gets one for his birthday and our anniversary. (Or, should I say, I count
myself lucky when I haul my butt out of the house to purchase a couple, because if I don’t, I’m in the dog
house.)
But I did see an interesting Pinterest pin that got me thinking, and coupled with the request for book
marks and a mug rug weaving class it seemed a natural progression to holiday cards. They could be for any
holiday, by the way. I’m starting on some for Valentine’s Day.
So, I worked up a Microsoft Publisher template for a tri-fold card that holds a craft sample. It has a
greeting and “frame” shape on the front that you cut out so the sample is visible. The sample is fastened under the frame on the fold-over. Inside is a nice holiday thought. Pretty simple.
The great part is that basically everything is able to be modified for different occasions and tastes: the
card stock, the greeting and holiday thought, the shape
and size of the sample frame, and the sample itself.
I haven’t been out browsing the stores for ten
months, so I had to use what I had: generic white card
stock. But don’t be discouraged. Office supply and craft
stores have lots of gorgeous card stock and scrapbooking
paper in hundreds of textures and colors to spice up
your efforts.
The greeting and message can be changed to any
holiday, personal occasion or triumph, even a commentary on events. Ever want to try your hand at writing
greeting cards? Now’s your chance. Are you a budding
comedian? Go for it!
The sample frame can be changed to fit the purpose of the card such as hearts, Christmas trees, menorah, graduation cap... And if you have some scalloped
or shaped scissors from paper crafting they cover up the inconsistencies of cutting the frame by hand.
Exacto knives also help.
Your sample can be almost any piece: needle felting, tatting, knitting, quilting, a crochet
ornament, a painting or drawing, a photo, and my favorite, a weaving sample. Overshot, lace, point twills, M’s and O’s, shadow weave, summer and winter, honeycomb, all
lend themselves to large enough motifs to catch the eye in a sample. Check out A
WEAVER’S BOOK OF 8-SHAFT PATTERNS, edited by Carol Strickler. Your sample
can be the centerpiece of the card.
It can also be a gift. If you cut a slit at the top of the shape,
and one at the bottom, you can thread a narrow piece of
weaving so it shows and is held in place. The sample can
be a bookmark or medical mask, or a $5 bill. My needle
felted ornament is a center piece. (Inexpertly done as it is! I
used a Christmas tree ornament-shaped cookie cutter to keep the shape and finished it in about twenty minutes. Hey, it is a product of my procrastination.)
Your sample can also be a background for the see-through frame. I
grow orchids and their flowers are one of my favorite shapes. I could weave a
piece in orchid colors and put it behind an orchid-shaped frame. If I am careful
with size, the piece could double as a small mug rug. Small patterned twills
would be great for this. Crochet and knitting with sock weight yarn would be
good, too.
Did I give you any ideas? My brain was bubbling as I was writing!
Let’s see what you come up with.

Diana Smith
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DECONSTRUCTING CASHMERE
Unraveling sweaters was not new to me when I read Bonnie Tarses blog many years ago on unknitting cashmere. As a teenager I unraveled a bright red wool sweater, washed the yarn, and knit
a new sweater in the style of my choice. Bonnie’s article got me started to unravel (or deconstruct)
slightly damaged cashmere sweaters. The first deconstructed sweater was pink. I washed the yarn
and dyed it turquoise. It is now a scarf with tencel warp and three-strands of cashmere for weft.
Here are some tips how to unravel cashmere sweaters: go to the thrift store and look for a sweater
that has knitted selvages, the secret of getting a continuous yarn. Make sure the sweater is 100%
cashmere and does not show felting. Slowly open the seam by pulling the heart-shaped stitches
(see photo). I find it best to start at the wrist of the sleeve, in a good sweater the seam will unravel
all the way to the waist. After taking out the sleeve, start at the shoulder to unravel it. I use a skein
winder, and knot any breaks. These breaks later can be overlaid, whether for knitting or weaving.
If used for weaving, I use three-strands of cashmere yarn for weft; no need to wash it since the final
weaving will get washed. A different story: if using the cashmere yarn for knitting, make a 4-ply
cabled yarn, which is actually 8-ply since the deconstructed yarn is a 2-ply yarn. On a spinning
wheel, twist the first two strands to the left (spun S), then ply to the right (plied Z). Some resources
(Jill Graham) suggest to first spin Z, then ply S, but I like to give the unspun strands more twist to
make a better cabled yarn. Skein the cabled yarn and gently wash it. Hang up the skein to dry.
Below are some references that give more detailed information.
Happy Deconstructing, Hermi Hiatt

References:
Jill Graham, 2016. Deconstructing Cashmere, A Plyer’s Affordable Treasure Trove. Spin Off Winter 2016. If
you do not have access to the originally published article, it can also be found at: https://
spinoffmagazine.com/deconstructing-cashmere-a-plyers-affordable-treasure-trove/
Judith Mackenzie, 2012. Recycle: the Urban Fiber Harvest. Spin Off Spring 2012.
Bonnie Tarses. https://bonnietarses.com/resources or: www.weavezine.com/weaving-with-unknittedcashmere.html
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Library Thing— How to access the Library

2020 Board and Committees

Information:

Officers:
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committees:
Newsletter Editor:
Hospitality:



Search the Guild website (www.lvfiberartsguild.org): go
to “LIBRARY”, then click www.librarything.com
2. In the top brown bar, right side search box, type ‘Vegas
fiber arts’ and enter.
3. Do not panic that it says ‘no results’ in the center section!
In the left hand column, under Social you should find
‘members’ and a red ‘1’, click on either the word
‘member’ or the ‘1’. Now in the center section, find
‘Vegas_Fiber_Arts” and click on it.
4. On the left, you will see some logistics about our collection. The important line is the first one: “Collections
Your Library” Click on ‘Your library’
A list of all our books, DVD’s etc comes up, usually with a
snapshot of the cover in the left column.

Janet Mayers
Ginny Mateen
Jami Johnson
Cinda Towne
Hermi Hiatt

Equipment: Janet Mayers
Librarian:
Janet Mayers
Historian:
Monique Portanger
Programs:
Maurine Adrezin
Web Master: Charles Parker
Raffle:
Ginny Deppe
IWC Representative: Janet Mayers

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER
Many thanks to Pat Pope and Richard and Ginny Deppe for donating their dues to the Guild. I believe
that I am caught up sending out donation acknowledgments to everyone. If you think you are missing
an acknowledgment of your donation, please contact me via email. Cinda Towne

On-Line Workshops

Upcoming Workshops
(IN PERSON MEETINGS)

Zoom Workshop by Denise Kovnat:
Echo and Jin: Variations on a Theme
Sunday, Mar 14 (3 sessions, approximately 1 hour
each), weave on your own loom the rest of the day.
Saturday, Mar 20, same format, (and of course, you
can weave as much as you want during the week!)
Saturday, Mar 27: 2 sessions, wrap-up/evaluation.
Cost: $80/student. For 6-12 students. Save the Date
Zoom Guild Meeting February 13, 2021, 9 AM

2021— Bobbie Irwin
(Rescheduled from March 2020)
POSTPONED DUE TO VIRUS—
NO NEW DATE SET
April 16-18, 2021— Deborah Silver
"Split Shed Tied Beiderwand" (Split-shed
patterns on 4 shafts
POSTPONED DUE TO VIRUS—
NO NEW DATE SET

“Color Value in Weaving” by Deb Essen
Deb Essen will be giving a 30-40 minute presentation
called "Color Value in Weaving" during the guild Saturday meeting.
Zoom Guild Meeting April 10, 2021, 9 AM

orkshop will be split into 2 groups:
Friday – Sunday, Oct 8-10, 2021 Group 1 or
Tuesday – Thursday, Oct 12-14, 2021 Group 2

“Split Shed Tied Beiderwand” by Deborah Silver

Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild, P.O. Box 370604, Las Vegas, NV 89137
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LAS VEGAS FIBER ARTS GUILD MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please enroll me in the Fiber Arts Guild for the year ending June 30, 20____.
_____ $25.00 dues for General Membership
_____ $15.00 dues for Seniors (62+)
_____ $30.00 dues for Families (one email address)
Membership half price after January for new members only
Today’s date:
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone (2 max):
Email:
What fiber techniques are you involved with?

What equipment and software do you use in your fiber efforts?

Please make check payable to Fiber Arts Guild
and mail to:
Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild
P.O. Box 370604
Las Vegas, NV 89137
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