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Southern Nevada Handweavers and Spinners Guild, Inc.

a.k.a. Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild
Covid-19 Update: Our Nevada Gover-

Saturday, April 11, 2020

nor has declared a stay-at-home order
and extended the State shutdown to end

APRIL MEETING HAS BEEN
CANCELLED DUE TO CORONA
VIRUS PANDEMIC
Guild meetings are generally held the second Saturday of the month beginning at 9:00 am.
Meeting location: All Saints Episcopal Church,
4201 West Washington Ave, Las Vegas.
For directions see our website or November newsletter.

of April. While we all have to stay at
home, the Guild had to cancel Monthly
Meetings, Study Groups, and some
Workshops. Please see additional infor-

mation on this page and page 5.
Fiber Artists: In these uncertain times,
we should be able to use our fibers to be

creative or just use the time at home to
catch up on UFO’s. Some of our Guild
members described how they cope—see
what they have to say on page 4.

Spring 2020 Guild Meetings — SAVE THE DATES
May 9, 2020: Dye in the Backyard—in Mesquite,
CANCELLED but a regular meeting may be
scheduled in Las Vegas if permissible at that time

Face Masks: Several Guild members

June 13, 2020: End of Year Luncheon and Fashion
Show, Election of Officers

a sewing machine, others only staplers

submitted links and suggestions on how
to make face masks. Some ideas require
and cloth. More information on page 3.
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Southern Nevada Handweavers & Spinners Guild, Inc.
Minutes of the Meeting March 14, 2020
A meeting of the Southern Nevada Handweavers and Spinners Guild, Inc. was held on March 14, 2020 at All Saints’
Episcopal Church. Due to the Coronavirus pandemic,
attendance was very light. (Note: we were not under any
prohibitions regarding meetings at the time!)
Attending the meeting were: Sarah Freeman, Cinda
Towne, Janet Mayers, Charles Parker, Elizabeth LaRue,
Hermi Hiatt, Isar King, Jami Johnson, Monique Portanger,
Belinda McClellan, Elaine Eggink, and Pat Pope.
President Janet Mayers called the meeting to order at
9:20.
Approval of Minutes: February minutes were unanimously approved as written after moved by Cinda and seconded by Sarah.
REPORTS
Treasurer Report: We have $5,935.57 in our treasury, of
which $2,356 is reserved for the Bobbie Irwin workshop.
Cinda noted that we are projected to 'lose' $290 on this
workshop.
Hospitality: In Vicki's absence and in light of coronavirus
concerns, everyone was advised to bring their own drinks
and we would not have treats at the meeting. Thank you
to Janet for bringing some wrapped chocolates for us all!
Library: Janet did not bring any books today in the interest of safety. She suggested you look at the Library Thing
for a list of books if there's something you are interested
in.
Equipment: Janet said that next week she will get to the
storage locker and tag stuff depending on its destination:
to Frank's (big stuff), to her own home (small stuff), to Lorelle's (workshop related) or for disposal at our April auction. Janet will take pictures, send them to Charles, and he
will post them on Facebook and the website.
Raffle: Liz brought a nice selection of items for the raffle.
Historian: Monique reported that her team has met with
Ms Claytee White from UNLV for their training for interviewing our weavers to capture the history of our guild.
Nancy Belian has been interviewed, and a list of others to
be interviewed has been developed. Monique reported
that even though we can get a recorder from UNLV, it is
not convenient and will delay the interview process.
Charles moved (and Elaine seconded) that we purchase a
recorder for the guild to use, with plans to sell it after all
interviews are completed. We will need to use the same
media format that UNLV uses – a voice recording on a sim
card.

Newsletter: there have been a lot of cancellations
around the valley. Empty Bowl scheduled for today has
been canceled. As of the meeting, we don't know about
Mormon Fort. (Update: Mormon Fort is closed until further notice) And note that Sin City Knits has moved to
8826 S. Eastern, near Pebble.
Program: Today’s program is mitered knitting, led by
Hermi. April meeting will feature Hermi teaching us how
to warp a rigid heddle loom.
Membership: a reminder that in the next year there will
be no option of receiving the newsletter in print – only
electronically in an email. Naturally, you can print it yourself if you so desire!
Workshops: As of the meeting, Bobbie Irwin's workshop
is still scheduled for March 20-22. (Note: this workshop
was postponed and will occur Feb 19-21, 2021) May’s
workshop will be led by Robyn Spady and Rosalie Neilson
will be coming in October. Consult the newsletter for
workshops to be offered in 2021.
Study Groups: Maurine's group is canceled until further
notice, Belinda hosts one weekly (Note: call her for current status), and Sin City Knits hosts a weekly spin-in.
(Note: currently on hiatus!)
Web and Social Media: the new membership form is
posted.
OLD and NEW BUSINESS
New: Kathryn Weber's workshop has been rescheduled
in October, 2021 and will conflict with our normal meeting
date. So we are going to change our meeting date to October 16, 2021. (workshop will be split into 2 groups: Friday – Sunday, Oct 8-10 or Tuesday – Thursday, October 12
-14, 2021)
Coming events (note: subject to pandemic precautions!)
May meeting will be the annual dyeing day at Bev's in
Mesquite. Please plan on carpooling. Ginny and Rich are
interested in doing acid chemical dyes. Janet will talk with
Bev about supplies, please bring money for meat which
Bev supplies (Yum!), and bring a contribution to our feast!
Adjourn: There being no other business, the meeting
was adjourned at 9:55 am. Show and Tell followed.
Submitted by:
By:
/s/ Jami Johnson, Secretary
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How to Make a Facemask
https://www.atlantichealth.org/patients-visitors/donate-volunteer/donate-supplies-covid-19/make-facemask-help-covid19.html?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpObU5qYzJPV0ZpT0RFMSIsInQiOiI5aWRkTzBKOTBldEk2Vmg4a1BtOURJMEt3QTd6OFQ1cHJna
ElSXC9hc3VkM0lTZTRCYkV1bUQrM2VvZTRIVUZPRVNaaGNUOTRHQyt2ekowd05hWXU5K0xBZ1wvbzVUd1ZYT1wvWkF
1NnE3MTBhTktKSTNpaDBYVmFvY2Y0b3R2WXdyRiJ9




A tightly woven cotton, such as a dress shirt, sheet, or similar material
Rope elastic, beading cord elastic will work (you may also us 1/8” flat elastic) - or make your own fingerloop braid
CUT THE ELASTIC 7” LONG AND TIE A KNOT AT EACH END (DO NOT KNOT THE ENDS OF THE
FLAT)
You can make two sizes: Adult or Child
1. Cut fabric 9.5" by 6.5" for an adult or 7.5" by 5" for a child. Be sure any fabric design is placed horizontally
2. Put right sides of fabric together
3. Starting at the center of the bottom edge, sew to the first corner and stop. Sew the elastic with the edge
out into the corner. A few stitches forward and back will hold this.
4. Sew to the next corner, stop, and bring the other end of the same elastic to the corner and sew a few
stitches forward and back.
5. Sew across that top of the mask to the next corner. Again, put an elastic with the edge out.
6. Sew to the next corner and sew in the other end of the same elastic.
7. Sew across the bottom leaving about 1.5” to
2” open. Stop, cut the thread. Turn inside out.
8. Pin three tucks on each side of the mask.
Make sure the tucks are the same direction
9. Sew around the edge of the mask twice.
When masks are complete, donate them to
friends, or wear them yourself.
Adapted from instructions by Deaconess Hospital
Fingerloop braids at: https://loopbraider.com/

MORE LINKS FOR FACE MASKS:
https://vimeo.com/399324367/13cd93f150
https://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/environmental-hygiene/choosing-sterilization-wrap-surgicalpacks
https://www.quickmedical.com/dynarex/gynecology-supplies/csr-wraps.html
Lorelle Nelson is friends with Satsuko, a Japanese acupuncturist who has closed her practice to join with a friend
who is a wedding gown designer. They have devoted themselves to making masks for hospitals, police, firefighters,
and others. She is looking for donations of 100% cotton fabric and 1/8" or 1/4 inch elastic. If you're not making
masks, and have material to spare, please contact Lorelle 702-493-8043 or Hermi 702-528-4127.
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HOW THEY ARE PASSING THE TIME!!!
I hope that you all are doing well and stay healthy. While working on the newsletter I asked some of the guild members how they are passing the time and how life has affected them by the corona virus. Please read on…… Hermi
MONIQUE: she hasn’t done very much for various reasons including feeling somewhat immobilized. But she did
manage to thread a Swiss loom and will take pictures of it later. Monique has never threaded string heddles and it
was a learning experience for her.
MAURINE: had signed up for two on-line classes. One is Rebecca Mezoff's "Design Solutions for the Artist" which is
the sixth class that she has taken with her. The other one is a needle felting class. The website is bearcreekfelting.com . Maurine is having fun needle felting an "Elephant". Her teacher, Teresa Perleberg, lives on a farm in
North Dakota with a flock of 100 sheep and uses their wool to make animal sculptures using the art of needle felting.
ELIZABETH (LIZ): Wow! We're both feeling ok, trying to eat well and keeping our spirits up. Glad that the wheel is
now active and good to know that printed bobbins are doable. Jim is off tomorrow for a project in the desert, so I'll
go to the hardware store for some screws and begin work on the Ashford Traditional. Then I’ll chain ply some of my
newest raveled cashmere by pulling out complimentary colors of cashmere from sweaters and plying them up for a
cowl. Should I put a finish on the Traditional while it's still partly unassembled? Maybe semi-gloss Minwax ?
JANET: I am not as productive as I had hoped. So far I have taken a rag rug off my Nilus and am measuring warp
for a sample to Sarah Jackson's Two by Two towels. I don't have a lot of interest in the towels but the satin pick up
technique intrigues me. I have not quite figured out what to do with the Bobbie Irwin warp. If I don't finish threading
the last couple of inches it will be hard to get a shed to reestablish the cross. Don't really want the reed tied up until
February. I have been working on the Lin Black Mud River Spinning Wheel I brought back from Austin. With the help
of people on Facebook and Ravelry I have actually managed to spin on it. It has no brake and doesn't seem to need
one. I can get it to work with cross lacing and a 2 footed technique. Onward, some sun worship is needed.
CHARLES: How had I gotten though these day of being stuck home, instead of work? Mid-morning every day, I go
walk around the neighborhood, maintaining the 6 feet from other people. I've mostly worked on my knitting. At the
last meeting, I showed the cowl I worked on from the Harry Potter Knitting Book. I've finished a shadow knitting scarf
from the same book. I'm now experimenting with a pattern called Sliding Tiles Blanket. It is a mitered square blanket, but the original design has you hand stitching 112 squares together. I want to see if there's an easier way to
build the blanket, and substitute the color choice. I should get out my Cricket Loom and play with it prior to the next
meeting, and I want to get my sewing machine out for a quilt pattern I want to work on.
LORELLE: I can't think of any excuses now to recopy my project list from week to week to week, so I tackle a few
items on it. Lance asks when I am going to enjoy the Garden? Weave? Sing? Read? Play the piano? Make dinner?
Me: just as soon as I finish this project. So, all of a sudden, I add the things I really enjoy to my already long list.
Cleaning and reorganizing the guest bath takes five times as long as I budget for it, so piles are currently all over the
counter and the bed in my office. I'll take care of them later, maybe when it's time to make dinner. It doesn't help
that at the same time I'm doing laundry, sorting Fiber Arts Guild items from storage (why did I say I'd store them in
my studio?) from my own supplies and equipment, telephoning some distant friends and playing TriPeaks Solitare.
I've heard that multitasking is not as efficient as doing one thing at a time. Maybe I'll try the one thing at a time approach tomorrow!
GINNY M: I have been concentrating on practicing my free-motion quilting and just completed a small art quilt. I
have some cottolin dish towels on my countermarche loom and I am finishing up my Crackle Workshop weave on my
wolf pup. I am working on spinning a lovely Polwarth wool roving that I plan on using in a future weaving. I have also
been trying to grow a sourdough wild yeast culture so I can bake bread, turns out a bit challenging.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Upcoming Workshops

All Study Groups are on hiatus until
further notice.

March 20-22, 2020 — Bobbie Irwin
RESCEDULED to Febr 19-21, 2021
Shimmering colors: the magic of iridescence.
It’s easy to weave magical fabrics that appear
to change color. Many types of yarn and many
weave structures are appropriate for this play
of colors and you’ll get good results with a
wide range of hues. All yarn is supplied.
Four-shaft looms are needed.

Sarah’s Gift for Tablet Weavers

STUDY GROUPS

2019 Board and Committees
Officers:
President:
Janet Mayers
Vice President:
Carolyn Oatley
Secretary:
Jami Johnson
Treasurer:
Cinda Towne
Committees:
Newsletter Editor:
Hermi Hiatt
Hospitality:
Equipment:
Janet Mayers,
Librarian:
Janet Mayers
Historian:
Monique Portanger
Programs:
Maurine Adrezin
Web Master: Charles Parker
Raffle:
Liz La Rue
IWC Representative: Janet Mayers

May 16-17, 2020 – Robyn Spady
The Beauty of Lace Weaves.
CANCELLED for now
Enjoy a class dedicated to exploring and
weaving samples of classic lace weaves. Participants will learn about weaver-and-loommanipulated weaves. The differences between
Bronson lace, Huck lace and Swedish lace will
be reviewed, contrasted, and more. Your own
4-shaft looms or better 8-shaft (
).
October 16-18, 2020 —Rosalie Neilson
8-Shaft Rep Runners: Study in 4-Block design using linked blocks and solid stripes.
Using the same profile draft, weavers will
thread an 8-shaft loom with 4 or 5 different
colors of 3/2 cotton to design a table runner.
Weavers will use a series of Design Pages
from an “Exaltation of Blocks” designed by
Rosalie Neilson.
April 16-18, 2021— Deborah Silver
"Split Shed Tied Beiderwand" (Split-shed
patterns on 4 shafts

orkshop will be split into 2 groups:
Friday – Sunday, Oct 8-10, 2021 Group 1 or
Tuesday – Thursday, Oct 12-14, 2021 Group 2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
WEAVING IRIDESCENCE books for Sale: Bobbie Irwin sent Maurine copies of her book for our weaving
workshop, and Maurine still has 8 copies left for $24.95 each. If anyone wants to purchase a copy, contact
Maurine Adrezin.

NANCY CROWLY: The Southwest Utah Branch of the MMAWG would like to purchase a used small 4
shaft loom for use in our workshops. If you have one you would like to sell, please contact Nancy at LudmillaLilly@outlook.com
Show and Tell: we will feature the March Show and Tell in the May 2020 newsletter. My apologies, but I
have passed the time weaving dish towels instead. Your Editor Hermi
JAMI: Suggests a “Virtual Show and Tell” due to cancellation of guild meetings. The idea is that each
participant would send in a photo of one item and write up their tell, and then submit the email to our newsletter person under the subject "Something New." Jami suggested that each day in April, our newsletter person would use the membership distribution list to share one item. Instead, your newsletter editor will gladly

compile the photo with a short “tell” and place it in the May 2020 newsletter.
Send to Hermi:

hjhiattATyahoo.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
GINNY cont: Just received some waxed canvas in the mail and will be sewing some tote bags. I am thinking of also
using some handwoven fabric in this endeavor. It is great to have enough stash to have so many possibilities!
CINDA: At last summer’s IWC, I bought a single skein of fairly fine (by knitting standards) yak down and bamboo. Don’t
know why except that it felt really nice just to hold. I brought it to the meeting last month to ask Hermi and Liz what I
could do with this single skein; they said “handwarmers.” Hermi very kindly sent me her pattern and made some suggestions. Jami also gave me a pair of size 4 circular needles (about 26”), so I cast on as directed and started knitting.
Hermi said I might need to cast on a few more than indicated, which I did. I also realized that, though I generally use
circular needles, I’ve never actually knitted anything in the round. So I cast on 44 stitches and started again. Of course,
as soon as I got to the second round, I realized that the 26” needles were way too long. No problem as I won several
shorter sets of fine bamboo needles at a Christmas party auction two or three years ago. Version 3: I cast on 44 stitches on these 16” needles. Yep, these needles were also too long. Version 4: try double-pointed needles. No size 4’s,
but I do have size 5’s. So I cast on 44 stitches again, divvied them up between three double-points, and started again.
Fortunately, I have a copy of the Vogue Knitting book for guidance, but nothing could have prepared me for the coordination problems of managing all these needles! (OK, all you sock knitters can stop laughing now.) It took several
rounds, but I think I have the hang of it, at least at a basic level. Amazon will shortly solve the problem of the correct
needle size, and since I’m now working at home, I’ll have some time to practice (the courts have really slowed down,
and most other deadlines have been continued). I’m grateful to have a job that allows me to work remotely and employers willing to allow it.
BTW, working from home is highly overrated. The lack of social interaction really takes its toll. Surprisingly, nearly the
entire firm agrees: we’d all rather be at the office! All Saints’ has gone to virtual church services only, so this past
weekend, my husband, Mark, and I were part of a quartet that provided music for the broadcast service (with appropriate social distancing). I hope we don’t have to do this for very long.
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FIBER ARTS GUILD MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please enroll me in the Fiber Arts Guild for the year ending
June 30, 20__.
_____ $25.00 dues for General Membership
_____ $15.00 dues for Seniors (62+)
_____ $30.00 dues for Families
Membership half price after January for new members only

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________
Home
Phone/cell:_______________________________________
Email: __________________________________________
Please make check payable to Fiber Arts Guild and mail to:

Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild
P.O. Box 370604
Las Vegas, NV 89137
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