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Guild meetings are usually held the second Saturday of the month beginning
at 9:15 at the Blind Center 1001 North Bruce St.( except July and Aug ) Please
check the newsletter each month for date and location of the meeting. Everyone with a love of fiber is welcome.
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We started off the new year with a burst
of energy. Some of us were at the first
meeting and some were at Something
Scottish and some members went to both !
The same thing happens this month. The
Renaissance Fair takes place at the same
time as our second meeting. Poor Nancy
Belian is involved with both events. I tell
you from experience she has stamina. I
was beat by noon and left. It was a good
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thing though because there was so little
space for all our volunteers to sit. It’s
good to be busy.

Guild Meeting on October 10, 2015
President Bev Fielder will present the business meeting followed by a hands-on
lesson on Fingerloop Braiding by Hermi Hiatt. Please let Maurine or Hermi
know if you are interested so enough materials are available.

FINGERLOOP BRAIDING

A no-equipment technique for braiding cords and bands
Presented by Hermi Hiatt
Fingerloop braiding has been around for a very long time. According to Wikipedia there are records of this technique as far
back as the Middle Ages. The modern champion of loop braiders is Ingrid Crickmore, a wonderful woman I met several
years ago when we were attending a meeting in Shoshone, CA. Ingrid sat quietly in a corner with her loop braided band
attached to a table leg. She then introduced me to this simple technique where all you need is string, deft fingers, and a
place to attach the braid. Anyone can participate in this mini-workshop. Materials to bring (optional but encouraged):
Cotton yarns, like 5/2, 3/2, or crochet cotton; Scissors, and a C-clamp if possible.

Warping Back to Front
Warping a loom using the Back To Front method differs only slightly from the Front
To Back method. In fact, except for the beaming of the warp, it is just the reverse of
the later method. The reasons for using the Back To Front method are many. I believe the most important reason is that in the beaming of the warp less stress is put on
the warp because it doesn’t have to go through the reed and the heddles. Like any procedure there are many little differences in the way individuals do it.
1. When measuring the warp I separate the ends into groups according to the number

of ends per inch (EPI). This facilitates placing the correct number in each section of
the raddle.
2. Instead of putting the warp onto the loom’s existing apron rod I put the end of the

warp through a second rod, which is then tied to the original rod.
3. The next step is to insert the lease sticks into the cross and fasten the sticks to the

loom.

Back To Front method the raddle is used to keep the warp ends from spreading out. In the Front To Back method the reed acts as a raddle during the beaming
4. In the

process. Placement of the raddle seems to vary depending on the individual. I originally learned to place it on the front beam. Some prefer to place it on the beater. Others put it on the back beam. I place it on the loom directly behind the castle.
5. Beaming the warp is essentially the same procedure as in the

Front To Back meth-

od. Keeping the ends under tension you wind the warp through the raddle onto the
warp beam.
The next step is threading the heddles. This is followed by the sleying of the reed, tying onto the front apron rod.
I admit that I use both the Front To Back, and the Back To Front methods of warping.
However, some yarns, such as Chenille, fray being dragged through the reed and heddles during beaming and then back again during the weaving process. In one case
where I had six ends in a single dent, (72 EPI); I found that the beaming in the Front
To Back process had a tendency to twist and knot up the ends.
Submitted by Bill Quill
Next month, the different methods of measuring the warp for back to front warping.

Guild Meeting 9/12/15 @ Blind Center
President Bev Fielder called the meeting to order at the Blind Center at 9:30am
Members attending: The sign-in sheet was misplaced and unavailable at this time.
Treasurer Cinda reported that the balance in the Guild checking account is $9,603.91
and that she has another $600 to be deposited. We received a rebate check from The
Woolery for $176.17 and grant money in the amount $185. She reminded everyone that
dues are now due and payable, and that if your dues aren’t paid you won’t be listed in
the annual Guild directory. Cinda asked if we wanted her to pay for renewal of the
Guild’s subscription to Spin Off. Most members said that they already have their own
subscriptions, and it was recommended that we purchase an annual digital CD from Spin
Off for our library instead.
Cinda also asked what we want to do with our $10,000 CD that is maturing in
Discussion followed. It was suggested that we not renew the CD, putting the
a money market account instead. The interest rate for CDs is currently very
money market account would make the funds more accessible. The suggestion
proved by a vote of members.
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When Cinda became treasurer, we authorized the purchase of Quicken to make it easier
to handle the Guild’s finances. Now she reported that Quicken will no longer be supported, and she has converted to Quick Books.
Monique volunteered to be Guild Historian. Jamie will talk to Jerry,
our current historian, and help arrange the transition.
Maurine reported on upcoming classes:
Hermi will conduct a class in Loop Braiding at October’s meeting.
Please contact Hermi if you’re interested. She’ll need an approximate head count so she
knows how many instruction packets to print up for the kits.
Sara Jackson’s class Understanding the Design Process – Fabric to
Wear will be held October 16-18 at Lorelle’s house.
Charles will teach Blending Board at our November meeting.
December’s meeting will be our annual Holiday Party, at Jamie’s
house.
Nancy needs us to take over the May meeting’s Dye in the Front Yard duties. She
is happy to have us use her yard and all her equipment, but the set up and take down
and all the work associated with it have gotten to be too much for her. She’ll also continue to provide the meal. Nancy has been asked to write up a schedule of what has to
be accomplished, and Charles volunteered to chair the Dye day.
Charles reported that there is nothing new with regard to our website.
Jean reported that she had asked the Blind Center if they could rent us a small room or
large closet that could be locked, for use to store our library. They replied that they
don’t have anything like that for us.

Jean suggested that we set up a group of members who would be willing to do demos, so
when we are asked to do one, we’d have a few spinners and/or weavers who would be
available. The suggestion died for lack of interest.
In our equipment inventory we have several 24” Voyager looms that are in need of repair
and that are too large and heavy to carry to classes. It was suggested that we consider
selling them “as is” and replacing them with 15” ones instead. After some discussion, it
was moved, seconded, and approved by vote that we sell 2 of the 24” looms and purchase
2 new 15” looms through the Woolery.
There was some discussion about selling the large floor loom currently in the storage
unit. It was suggested that it could become part of a display at the library if we choose
to do so. Selling the loom was tabled pending further research into the idea of a display.
Jamie proposed forming a study group on computer aided design for intermediate and advanced weavers, which would require the use of an 8 harness loom. She had a sign-up
sheet for anyone interested.
Hermi reported on the recent IWC conference. There were 207
people attending, which was a really good turn-out. She believes the
higher numbers were due to the fact that there were a lot of 1-day
and 3-day classes offered. The dye box we donated was very popular, and the winning bidder on the box came from Las Vegas.
SHOW & TELL
Jamie demonstrated a hand puppet she made.
Cinda showed us a banner from her church that was woven on an inkle
loom, the crackle weave sampler she completed, and a scarf she
wove and painted during the IWC class she took.
Marilyn showed off the small Navajo-style rug she wove.
Maurine displayed a waffle weave piece she finished.
Nancy showed a scarf she wove, her first 4-shaft piece. Also she wove
a long overshot sampler piece to display.
Elaine visited the Pendleton mill in Oregon, where she bought a felted soap and some
yarn. She looked at their woolen fabrics, but at $68/yard it was a little too pricy.
Bev wove an 8-shaft twill color gamp piece to show us. She also announced that she had
just taught her granddaughters to spin and weave.
Hermi showed the colorful finished piece she wove from a kit she got at IWC.
Janet had socks she knitted using the toe-up method, some Targhee fiber she had spun
and plied into 2 and 3 ply yarn, and some hand dyed silk carrier rods she will be spinning.
Vicki told us about her visit to Corn Creek, and displayed a locker hooked owl piece she
made.
Donna displayed a small beaded bag she made.
Meeting was adjourned at 11am, and everyone enjoyed the potluck luncheon afterward.

CALENDAR 2015—2016
Sept.

12 Guild Meeting

potluck Show and Tell

12 Something Scottish Sahara Library 10—3
October 10 Guild Meeting
9,10,11

Loop Braiding Hermi Hiatt

Renaissance Fair

Nov.

14 Guild Meeting

Blending Board Demo Charles Parker

Dec.

12 Holiday Party

Jami Johnson’s House

Jan.

9

Knitting Nancy Shinder

Feb.

13 Guild Meeting

Guild Meeting

Zentangle using Fiber Material
Bibi Bellotto

March

12 Guild Meeting

Scrap Paper Basket Lori Zajak

April

9

Weed Pockets Kathi Meisel

May

14 Guild Meeting

Natural Dye Day

June

11

End of Year Luncheon and Elections

Guild Meeting

Guild Meeting

Committees
Hospitality Vicki Johnson
Equipment Bev Fielder
Librarian Michelle Duncan
Historian Monique Portanger
Newsletter Kathi Meisel
Programs Maurine Adrezin
Web Site Charles Parker

In April we will make a project which requires a

IWC Representative

hoop. Seven inch is a good size. Start looking

IWC Hermi Hiatt

Refreshment Volunteers
We need volunteers please
October 10
Nov.

14

January 9
February 13
March

12

April

9

now in thrift shops, dollar stores, etc.

FIBER ARTS GUILD MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please enroll me in the Fiber Arts Guild for the year ending June 30, 20________.
_______________ $25.00 dues for General Membership
_______________ $15.00 dues for Seniors (62+)
_______________ $30.00 dues for Families
Membership half price after January for new members only
Please add an extra $5 if you need your newsletter mailed to your home.
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please make check payable to Fiber Arts Guild and mail to:
Las Vegas Fiber Arts Guild
P.O. Box 370604
Las Vegas, NV 89137

